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As a lifelong resident of the land surrounding the Knewai Spring,
and as a kia’i (guardian) of the area’s historic and sacred sites, I
write to strongly oppose the above-referenced bill, which would
eliminate funding for preserving Kanewai Spring, one of the last
remaining fresh water springs feeding Maunalua Bay. I was so
sad when I heard that Trevor Ozawa had introduced an

~ amendment that would pull the funding for the public purchase
T rien and preservation of the Spring, leaving it vulnerable to privatees imony development that would take it out of the community’s inheritance

and violating the public trust spirit that should guide public policy
decisions about the few remaining wahi pana in our ahupua’a.
This is one of the very last fresh water springs that feeds Paiko
Lagoon and Maunalua Bay, which both were once momona (fat)
with edible limu, honu and ama ama, but now are so degraded as
to be almost unrecognizable to those of us who saw the Bay as it
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used to me. Many hands have worked to bring Kanewai back from
the brink of destruction. It is an historic place of great cultural and
local significance to the people of this area. This wahi pana is one
of the places Where, in Hawaiian religion, Kane brought fresh
water up from the ground, making East O’ahu habitable. Our
children, and their children, should have the opportunity to visit,
malama, and learn at that site, as my generation was able to do
when we were keiki. Kãnewai should be a public space, cared for
by the people who love it, not a private enclave for yet a new set
of the uber-rich real estate speculators who are buying up more
and more of East O’ahu as places to park their money. You on the
Council have an obligation to protect the public trust in the ‘ama,
the wai, and the wahi pana of East O’ahu. Please remajn loyal to
the exercise of that public trust, and do your duty by helping us
save this special, sacred space. Mahalo for your time in reading
my testimony.
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